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Doing things with language: an introduction to pragmatics
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In this class, we will consider how speakers and writers use words to convey meanings.
Pragmatic theory examines how context contributes to meaning, how human language is used
in social interaction, and the relationships between the speaker, the listener, and the message.
BEEOHE

We will touch on relevant topics including the cooperative principle, implicature, speech act
theory, the principle of politeness, and face, and explore these topics by analysing samples of

discourse.

WBEDOEH - 250

This course aims to equip students with a basic working knowledge of pragmatics, and the
ability to understand and discuss pragmatics in English.

Students will be able to understand and explain the basic concepts of pragmatics,
such as premise, implication, explicit and implicit meaning, speech acts, politeness,

WEERR , _ _
and relevance, and will be able to apply this knowledge to analyze discourse.
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